ENG 637 Craft of Environmental and Nature Writing

This is a multi-genre course that focuses on the art and craft of nature and 

environmental writing.  Students will read and study contemporary nature and 

environmental writing, and will be expected to generate creative work that illustrates a deep understanding of the literary tools available to writers in this genre (3.0
MFA students need to have a thorough, sophisticated grounding in the history of writing informed by exploration of environment in order to develop as significant environmental writers themselves.  The course will expose them, at an advanced level, to texts that will instruct, inspire, and provide models of the kind of writing they will be attempting in their creative writing classes. 

Students will:

· Be exposed to the fundamental tools of nature and environmental writing through study of contemporary writers

· Learn to write poems, stories and creative nonfiction that come out of an engagement with nature or the environment

· Analyze and critique various forms of creative writing.

· Become fluent in the terminology and language of their craft.

· Learn the many options of style and structure available to them.

· Gain historical background and perspective on the evolution of the genre.

· Learn how the techniques of one genre can be used to enhance another.

· Learn to recognize and utilize the most commonly used techniques in environmental writing.

APPROACH TO ASSIGNMENTS

Students will read and analyze contemporary works for their craft. They will read the work of writers who have written about their own genres, and learn practical, nuts and bolts ways to capture larger themes and ideas. Students will then experiment with incorporating form and technique into their own writing and will workshop the results.

Readings (representative selections)  

Walden.  Henry David Thoreau

Land of Little Rain.  Mary Austin

Sand County Almanac.  Aldo Leopold

Desert Solitaire, Edward Abbey

Refuge:  An Unnatural History, Terry Tempest Williams

Pilgrim at Tinker Creek.  Annie Dillard

“The Bear,” William Faulkner

“The Old Man and the Sea,” Ernest Hemmingway

Selected Poems, Pattiann Rogers

Wisdom Sits in Places.  Keith Basso

Black Mesa Poems. Jimmy Santiago Baca 

The Outermost House: A Year of Life on the Great Beach of Cape Cod. Henry 

Beston

Quilting. Lucille Clifton

The Solace of Open Spaces. Gretel Ehrlich

The Meadow. James Galvin

The Stars, the Snow, The Fire: Twenty-Five Years in the Alaska Wilderness. John 

Haines

A Small Place. Jamaica Kincaid.

Crossing Open Ground. Barry Lopez

Selected Poems.  Pablo Neruda

Epitaph for a Peach: Four Seasons on my Family Farm. David Mas Masumoto

The Orchid Thief. Susan Orlean

The Island Within. Richard Nelson

Writing From the Center. Scott Russell Sanders. 

Drinking the Rain. Alix Kates Shulman

The Spell of the Sensuous. David Abram

