
Visual Arts
The visual arts major prepares students to work as visual communicators and 

artists in a complex, rapidly changing global culture. Through the integration of 

technical applications and critical theory, students gain marketable skills that 

allow them to assume creative, scholarly, and leadership roles in the visual arts 

field, and to promote an 

understanding of the role 

that the visual arts play in 

all facets of contemporary 

life. Students concentrate 

in either studio arts or art 

history. 

A full spectrum of academic programs.

STUDIO ARTS
Students are introduced to fundamental hands-on skills, technical 
processes, theory, history, and culture beginning in art historical 
instruction and entry-level foundation classes to contemporary visual 
theory and advanced studio practices such as ceramics, sculpture, 
painting, drawing, and printmaking.

ART HISTORY
The art history concentration grounds students in the trends and 
traditions of major art movements across the globe. Students are 
trained in analysis of images, from the traditional fine arts of painting, 
sculpture, and architecture to newer forms including photography, 
film, video, and electronic media. Emphasis is placed on understanding 
works within a historical, social, political, and cultural context. at (and around) 
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Students interested in the arts and design have a 
lot of options. Why pick Chatham? Simple. We’re: 
• Small enough to not only ensure plenty of individual attention in studio courses, but also to 

allow the department to adapt its offerings to reflect students’ interests. 

• Mighty enough to host not only a collection of over 600 works of African art, but also an 
award-winning Artist Collective. 

• Quite near enough to many of Pittsburgh’s best loved arts institutions and organizations, 
including the Carnegie Museum of Art, Pittsburgh Filmmakers, Carnegie Music Hall, and Frick 
Fine Arts Museum (see the off-campus section for more). 

Whether you’re interested in the arts and design professionally or want to make 
sure that the arts are part of your college experience, Chatham offers programs 
and programming that will enrich, enlighten, and entertain you. 



Arts Management
Highly interdisciplinary, the arts management major prepares students 

for leadership roles through expertise in strategic planning, management, 

marketing, and artistic planning. Students learn to identify 

business opportunities, and focus on planning, organizing, 

leading, and controlling the use of resources to accomplish 

performance goals in art organizations.

FILM AND DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY
The film and digital technology concentration fosters a critical 
awareness of media practices and a thorough knowledge base in 
digital video and audio production and emerging media technologies. 
Graduates will be prepared to produce their own digital films and to 
assume a creative role in the film, video, and new media industries.

GRAPHIC DESIGN
Students develop design foundations, knowledge of communication 
methodologies, and problem-solving techniques. These systems are 
modified and adapted to forms of media (print, video, the web) so that 
students become flexible and responsible designers working within 
a rapidly shifting global culture. Graduates are prepared to work in 
design industries or pursue graduate work within the field.

PHOTOGRAPHY
Students explore a broad range of approaches to photography in a 
fine art context. They explore ideas and develop skills applicable to 
contexts including advertising, documentary, fashion, contemporary 
art, and travel. This concentration provides students with the aesthetic 
and technical proficiencies required for professional opportunities 
across the creative industries.

Art Museum Studies 
MINOR
The art museum studies minor balances museum history 

and theory with practical knowledge of planning, 

programming, designing, and installing exhibitions.  

The curriculum includes trips to local museums,  

collections, and galleries, and students  

interact with museum directors, curators,  

and other prominent leaders in the  

arts community. 

COLLABORATION WITH  
CARNEGIE MELLON UNIVERSITY
Qualified Chatham undergraduate students can take 
advantage of our “4+1” partnership with Carnegie 
Mellon and earn both a bachelor’s from Chatham 
and a Master of Arts Management in less time than is 
normally required. Students apply in their junior year 
of study and are eligible to enroll at Carnegie Mellon 
during their senior year.

DID YOU KNOW?  
You can earn your certification to teach art to grades 

K-12 through Chatham’s Department of Education. 

Visit chatham.edu/education to learn more. 

Media Arts
The media arts major empowers students with creative, conceptual, and technical skills across 

coursework in film, photography and graphic design. The major explores the creative tension 

between individual expression and the social and political forces that shape global, mediated 

networks. Graduates will be prepared to assume leadership roles in media arts production 

industries or to pursue graduate programs in related fields. Students concentrate in film and 

digital technology, photography, or graphic design. 



DID YOU KNOW? 
In addition to Chatham’s university-wide merit and need-based financial 

aid, the music program offers the Minna Kaufmann Ruud Scholarships 

in voice, as well as an instrumental scholarship. These scholarships 

recognize and support students with outstanding vocal and instrumental 

talent, and are awarded to qualified students interested in studying 

music as a major or as part of an interdepartmental major.

INTERDISCIPLINARY MAJORS
Students may combine music with another area of 
interest to create an interdisciplinary major. Suggested 
combinations include (but are not limited to) music/
English, music/modern languages, music/communications, 
music/art history, music/psychology, and music/business. 

Immersive Media
The Bachelor of Arts in Immersive Media (IMM) is an interdisciplinary 

program that equips students with knowledge of virtual and 

augmented reality technology, architecture, 3D modeling, game 

development engines, writing, and design thinking to prepare them 

for careers in immersive media creation. Students will blend 

industry-standard design practices and artistic methods 

with cutting-edge technology to create experiences in 

gaming, architecture, software, entertainment, and a 

variety of other industries

Music
Students engage with music from myriad perspectives while developing 

strong performance skills, critical thinking, and effective communication 

skills. Students receive a strong foundation in musicianship, music theory, and 

music history, and participate in private vocal or instrumental instruction with 

some of the region’s best performers, including members of the Pittsburgh 

Symphony Orchestra. Students can choose majors in music business, music 

technology, music performance, or a certification in music education. Minors 

are also available in music, music business, or music technology. 

Interior Architecture 
The Bachelor of Interior Architecture is a professional interior design program that 

prepares students for practice in an interior design or architecture firm. Students are 

encouraged to consider all factors that influence the design of interior spaces from 

human behavior, aesthetics, and building technology to the views from windows and  

doors that penetrate the surrounding architecture.

INTEGRATED DEGREE PROGRAM
Interior architecture students can also take advantage of our one-year 
Master of Science in Interior Architecture program. Study at Chatham 
for one more year after you earn your bachelor’s degree and you’ll have 
an advanced degree that will provide you with career paths in design 
management, academia, or advanced graduate studies.



2. CHATHAM CHOIR
Open to graduate and undergraduate students of all majors, 
the Chatham Choir performs frequently on- and off-campus. 
The Choir sponsors and plans the beloved campus traditional 
winter celebration “Candlelight,” held the first week of 
December, and perform at numerous other campus events. 
Choir members have performed with Marvin Hamlisch and the 
Pittsburgh Symphony Pop’s All-Star College Chorus at Heinz 
Hall. Chatham Choir can be taken for credit. 

1. ARTIST COLLECTIVE
The Artist Collective is a community of artists who are passionate about 
art and advocated of their work. Each year, they host Extraction—a one-
day salon-style interdisciplinary exhibition (including works by faculty and 
by students at other universities) described by co-founder Sally Ramirez 
as “the culminating project of everything we envision and value about the 
artist community. It is an event that is all-inclusive and provides a platform 
for artists of every art form: singers, songwriters, spoken word, culinary, 
performance and visual artists.”

In 2013, Extraction received the Outstanding Social Program Award from 
the National Association of Campus Activities. 

FEED YOUR LOVE OF THE ARTS

3. INSTRUMENTAL ENSEMBLE
Chatham University offers small ensemble opportunities in a variety of areas, in addition to 
an active pep band. Chatham students are also able to audition for and perform with large 
instrumental ensembles off-campus such as the University of Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra 
and Pitt Marching Band and Concert Band for credit. The Pittsburgh city bus system (free with 
your Chatham ID!) makes getting to and from rehearsals with instruments very easy.

7. AIGA CHATHAM
AIGA Chatham, Chatham’s student group 
affiliated with the American Institute of Graphic 
Arts, attends local design lectures, tours local 
design firms, and hosts campus activities open to 
all students, such as the T-Shirt Design Contest. 

4. MUSIC CLUB
The Chatham Music Club allows music 
majors and non-music majors to express and 
share their interest, creativity, and/or talent 
musically. The Music Club works towards the 
development of student-run programs that 
foster individual and collaborative musical 
enrichment of Chatham students. 

5. MINOR BIRD
Minor Bird is Chatham’s 
literary magazine run by the 
undergraduate creative writing 
program. Along with stories, it 
publishes artwork submitted by 
Chatham students as the cover, 
title page, and dividers.  

6. JUST FILMS
Co-sponsored by the Chatham University Women’s Institute and 
screened on campus, Just Films is an annual series that shows 
documentaries focused on gender equity and social justice, most 
of which will be shown in Pittsburgh for the first time. 

8. UKULELE CLUB
We bet you can’t guess what this club does.  

GALLERY SPACE ON-CAMPUS
Located in Woodland Hall, THE SUSAN BERGMAN 

GURRENTZ ’56 ART GALLERY is a vibrant space 
for students to exhibit their work, and to see artwork by 
international, national, and local artists.

DID YOU KNOW? 
Bequeathed by alumna 

Dr. Cheryl Olkes ’70, 

the magnificent OLKES 

COLLECTION contains 

more than 600 works of 

African art.



The visual arts program faculty are well connected to local institutions. As a result, 
students have had internships at institutions including: 
rr The Carnegie Museum of Art
rr The Frick Art Museum
rr The Andy Warhol Museum 
rr Peggy Guggenheim Collection 

(Venice, Italy)
rr Children’s Museum 
rr Mattress Factory 

rr Society for Contemporary Craft
rr Pittsburgh Office of Public Art
rr Disney World
rr Silkscreen Film Festival
rr Morgan Gallery
rr Google

Graduates of Chatham’s arts and design majors have gone on to further their education 
at schools including: 
rr Bard College
rr Simmons College
rr University of Pittsburgh
rr Carnegie Mellon University
rr Duquesne University

rr Boston College
rr Emerson College
rr School of the Art Institute of Chicago
rr American University
rr West Virginia University

Graduates have also been selected for Sotheby’s prestigious Business and Art program, 
and Bard College’s hyper-competitive program in Curating Contemporary Art.

“I believe that every individual possesses significant innate creativity, 

but, for various reasons, rarely access this valuable personal resource. 

As a composer, one of my foremost concerns is countering this societal 

trend by helping individuals connect with and use their inner creativity.” 

Michael Boyd, assistant professor of music

(USE YOUR CHATHAM ID FOR FREE BUS TRANSPORTATION!)

THE FAVORITES
rr Pittsburgh Center for the Arts: 0.4 miles

rr The Frick Art Museum: 1.5 miles

rr Carnegie Museum of Art and Carnegie Music Hall: 2 miles

rr Pittsburgh Filmmakers: 2 miles

rr Andy Warhol Museum: 6 miles

rr Mattress Factory Museum of Contemporary Art: 7 miles

rr Frank Lloyd Wright’s Fallingwater: 64 miles

OFF THE BEATEN PATH 
rr PHOTO ANTIQUITIES MUSEUM OF PHOTOGRAPHIC 

HISTORY allows history to unfold before your eyes. 1839 to 
present. Civil War, nature, America, famous people, Pittsburgh 
then and now. 
rr The BAYERNHOF MUSEUM showcases unique music boxes,  

automatic musical instruments, and other items in a 19,000 
square-foot mansion featuring hidden doors and secret passages.
rr BANJO NIGHT at the Elks’ Lodge is a local favorite. It’s free 

and open to the public. Singing along is encouraged.  
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(FREE) EVENTS 
The GALLERY CRAWL IN THE CULTURAL 

DISTRICT is a quarterly arts “open house,” 
showcasing visual and performance arts at locations 
throughout the Downtown Cultural District. It’s free 
and open to the public. More info at crawl.trustarts.org. 

UNBLURRED: FIRST FRIDAYS ON PENN. Each 
month, people from all over the region stroll the 4800 
to 5500 blocks of Penn Avenue to bask in street’s 
creative energy – experiencing a mix of photography, 
dance, painting, sculpture, music and spoken word 
performances. More info at pennavenue.org/unblurred. 

ART ALL NIGHT is an annual, free grassroots 
community art event and joyful celebration typically 
held during the last weekend in April. Anyone can put 
one single piece of art in the show for free, and it’s free 
to attend. More info at artallnight.org. 

 



For more information,  

visit chatham.edu
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